The Minchinhampton Nkokoto Link
We are happy to share some good news from Nkokoto. The Link has provided a photocopier and lap top to the Nkokoto Primary School. You may have seen the joyful video that was posted on NK Link and also the Minch Life Facebook pages; the school assembly celebrated with repeated chants of “Minchinhampton” led by the headmaster Michael who encouraged them to shout ever louder each time.
The Link focuses on education and we currently sponsor a record 72 students who travel out of Nkokoto to study O level, A level or vocational courses. But change is coming and the Primary School in Nkokoto needs our help. 
The situation is neatly presented in a paper from February 2025 “Tanzania’s Education Policy Reforms”  www.policyforum-tz.org. Education is identified as one of the major social issues currently unfolding in Tanzania. Planned reforms are published and expected to be fully executed in 2027. 
A significant part of the reform is the new education structure; 1 year Kindergarten (new), 6 years Primary (was 3 years), 4 years O level, 2-3 years A level and 3 years Higher Education. Compulsory education will cover both primary and O level, increasing from 7 to 10 years, with increased emphasis on skills-based learning. 
The government identifies the challenges as distance to school, shortage of teachers and classrooms, lack of technology. The budget for education is increased with at least 20% given to improve provision in rural areas.
The Link identifies the local challenge in Nkokoto as increased numbers of students attending the primary school in Nkokoto. All children will be at school in Nkokoto for 6 rather than 3 years. That’s great news for the future of education. But the school buildings in Nkokoto are already dilapidated, over crowded and lacking facilities….now double the number of students will be present. In last month’s magazine we explained that the Nkokoto Primary School’s needed help to refurbish and improve the school buildings. We hope that looking forward to the changes coming in compulsory education, explains why this is more important than ever. We will support Nkokoto Primary School with the “Buy a Brick Appeal”.  
Here’s the fun news. The first fund raising event will be the Barn Dance in Minchinhampton Community Hub on September 27th. Becky Dellow, Jeff Gillett and friends will be providing the live music; and those that joined us last time will tell you what a fantastic (sold out) evening it was. We hope that you can join us. Advance Tickets available by email from nkokoto@yahoo.co.uk.
The Link will, of course, continue to support the 72 Nkokoto students through their further education. We should hear shortly how many students have passed their exams to start A level studies. The income from our regular sponsors covers most of these costs THANK YOU for your support. 
If you have any questions please mail us at Nkokoto@yahoo.co.uk 
Have a lovely summer everyone, and hope to see you at the Barn Dance
Rod Harris and Alison Kennedy  
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