News from Minchinhampton Nkokoto Link
This local, volunteer run charity has just had some fantastic news. We are immensely grateful.
We are funded by FUNdraising events and the support of local, valued donors who give regular amounts for educational projects. This supports 64 students through a lifetime of academic and vocational training. We hope soon to add some student teachers. We are so grateful for the regular support but to support 64 students we must raise another £6,000 every year. Add to this that the village council in Nkokoto has asked us to rebuild the primary school; a full refurbishment will cost £30,000 which is a mountain to climb for us.
We were feeling rather overwhelmed when we received a message from Founders Pledge. This launched in 2015 out of a network of digital and technology entrepreneurs. This global community pledge to give 10% of their profits to Founders Pledge who distribute it to charities who can make the highest impact. One of that network put the Minchinhampton Nkokoto Link forward and instructed Founders Pledge to donate £10,000 to our charity. This will make such an immense difference both to our annual fundraising target and the primary school rebuild.
Founders Pledge conduct due diligence on all proposed charities. Our reporting to the Charities Commission is up to date, they checked our website and they ran checks on the charity bank account. The only outstanding item was to formalise a safe guarding policy, that we have now posted on our website, address below. This charity is anchored in values such as safe guarding and we reflected on how we achieve that, even for students in another continent. Examples include, in Nkokoto;
1. Further education students must attend boarding school as tuition is not available locally. This charity pays for their board and lodgings so that they have a safe place to stay. We also pay for health care insurance to promote their wellbeing whilst living away from home.
2. All Secondary School students from Nkokoto are given a school bike, whether they are sponsored or not. This is approximately 50 school bikes each year. By cycling to school they avoid a long walk (1 hour each way) and girls especially are protected from accepting a risk which may lead to abuse.
We are so very grateful both to our regular donors who support our projects on an ongoing basis, and to Founders Pledge for this donation.
If you want to hear anything more about our projects and the charity, our very friendly AGM is in the Holy Trinity Minchinhampton Porch Rooms at 7pm on 19th May 2026. We would really love to see you there.
With thanks,
Rod Harris and Alison Kennedy, email nkokoto@yahoo.co.uk, website minchinhamptonnkokotolink.co.uk
