News from Minchinhampton Nkokoto Link
At the time of writing, we are looking forward to a talk by Liz Godsell of Godsell’s Cheese. This is the first in a series of informal, social get togethers with talks by local people. This was planned (17th February) to enjoy an evening of cheese, chat and company. We are so grateful to Liz Godsell who gave her time, and cheese samples, to support the Link. Keep an eye open for the next session.
News from Nkokoto. 1) We have the names of the 32 students that we are sponsoring to attend Vumilia Secondary School. 2) We have just established a new bank account with CRDB which is the largest commercial bank in Tanzania and is licenced by their national regulator. All charity funds are held in a UK bank (that happily still has a branch open in Stroud) and we make one international transfer to the CRDB bank account in Tanzania whenever a project requires funds. Lucky Mgeni, our coordinator in Nkokoto, uses the CRDB account to make all internal bank transfers and payments. This saves us a great deal in individual international transfers. Lucky provides receipts and bank records of all transactions in Tanzania. 3) Lucky Mgeni was recently involved in a crash involving 1 car and 3 lorries. Thankfully he was unhurt but this demonstrates the importance of finding another person to help us in Nkokoto. Lucky generously gives so much help to the Minchinhampton Nkokoto Link, in terms of time, effort, administration, communication and local advice. All of this is given free of charge. He works diligently as he sees this as his duty to help the local community, but we have to find some more support in case he is indisposed. 4) We have recently written to Madam Grace Quitine, the District Executive Director, who is the director of the local government. We discussed priorities in Nkokoto and costings for the repair of the Nkokoto Primary School; we will summarise here when we receive a response.
Advance notice of the AGM 19th May 2026 at 7pm in the Porch Rooms. We really hope to see you there in what will be an important year for this charity.
The photograph attached is of Lucky Mgeni, our local coordinator. He is the one wearing a t-shirt with logos of Africa. The meeting is with sponsored students who are studying for a vocational qualification at the Folk Development College. We are indeed ‘lucky’ to have his support.
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