Minchinhampton Nkokoto Link
It’s the start of the new primary and secondary school year in Tanzania, so it’s the busiest time of the year for the Minchinhampton Link.
In January we paid £1,561 for uniforms and study materials for 32 Nkokoto students to attend the Vumilia Secondary School. Study is for 4 years, with 8 new students starting sponsorship every year. We also paid £2,206 for 43 bikes so that every student that starts at Vumilia can safely and quickly make the journey every day. 
We have received a letter from Theodos Michel Chelula who is the Head Teacher at Nkokoto Primary School. He has been at this school for at least 8 years. The Government provides free primary tuition but the facilities at the Nkokoto Primary School are very basic. The school rooms were built 50 years ago and some are in danger of collapse. In 2018 the school closed because the only 3 toilets, all long drop, were not safe to use; so Minchinhampton Link paid for new school latrines with doors for privacy and a sink for hygiene. The government now requires weekly and monthly tests for the class 4 and 7 pupils ahead of the national exams. In order to access the material and copy the exam papers, the school needs a photocopier and laptop. In Tanzania, the students themselves have to pay for each exam, including a contribution to school funds to buy this equipment. Imagine the family trying to raise the funds to take an exam which no pupil wants to take anyway!! In the words of Theodos “Our pupils are coming from a life with serious hardships, they can’t even afford to get two meals a day, thus it is impossible for them to contribute money for school examinations”
Our Committee believes in the value of education and the opportunities this provides. If we invest in the Primary School then it provides benefit, not only to the sponsored students, but to the whole village. Therefore we have agreed to buy the photocopier and laptop, at a cost of £1,337, provided that the school will purchase all consumables moving forward. Additionally we have asked the local government about their building plans for the school at Nkokoto and to outline costs for any project that we could support them with.
So, now that we are considering investment in the Nkokoto Primary School, we need to raise additional money and here’s the good news. Becky Dellow, Jeff Gillett and their friends have agreed to put on another Barn Dance for us on Sept 27th, it was fabulous fun last time so we know that tickets will be very popular. More news about all of this at the AGM in April; date in next month’s magazine. We are also thinking of other social events to keep in touch with all of all loyal supporters and new ones we hope; a quiz, wine tasting, 2 concerts and some interesting talks. Any other ideas are very welcome. It’s exciting times for the Link.
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